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not improperly be conſidered 


nds the counterpart of tha ſong 5 * praiſe, which, we 
are told in. the bock of Job, reſounded through the courts- of 


1 
- 


Heaven, 


ars i. e. the chorus of Angels) /ang together, - 


1 


the morning 
and all the / of Gov: 


ed ſor joy s. The ſubje of that 
thankſgiving v was s the. bleſſing of creation and providence ; in 
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itſelf imports, was to advance the glory of [Dom as + to 
eſtabliſh peace and benevolence among men. 
. . 5 E 5 
1 while the heavent bririts proclaim the lobihg-kindnet 
| of our Gop and SAVIOUR, they da, at the ſame time, point 
out to man his bounden duty in return. They how 8 
what ought. to be the prevailing deſire of his henrt, u che 
principal endeavour of his life; nambly, to probte N OR of 
the Mos r Hron, to cultivate the graces of charity and good- 


will and labour to ſet RR. the happineſs of his fellow- 


; I” 15 Heede to abu preſent A 
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+ b a be of mankind by the blood of Chrik, and de faniification by 
the\graces of the Holy Spirit, are, in many paſſages of the Holy cripture, deſeri bed, as 
a new creation ; and are, therefore, at leaſt, as proper. to be made the ſubject of celeſtial 
acclaniation, among the Angels ef Cop, us the ofiginal trention Sf die sd. They, 
who are ſaid to rejoice in the proſpect of one finner's ſalvation, could not but be filled 


with exultation, when that gracious work was begun, the end of which was to l 
many ſouls En and exalt dem cent Tife. „ 


# 


truſt, 


0, th be mane able, the MO 


tat — — bebe. Her this 
_ motives our conduct ſhoyld-anginate; nib and every ſimi- 
lar oceaon, is a ſubject, which will got, I t be _— 
n 10 our attentive: eee 


f 7 F 1. 


ee a Mars wet 3 png chay Fa pany 
of religion depends, in a very material degree, on the light in 
which its miniſters are, e regarded; ; and that, when theſe are un- 
hoppil fallen info ene Whether thro! poverty of circum- 
obaviour, the dignity of that ſer- 
vice in 3 ee ae e is proportionably leſſened.; 3 
and a decay of piety, within the e of their influence, is 
an almoſt unayoigdable conſ quer This conſideration em- 
bitters opr ſorrow, whenever it it is our misfortune. to ſee, or 
l hear of, the deviation of any < of our order from the line of 
rectitude in their conduct; +. and quickens every. ſentiment of 
pity in our hearts, whenever we find them involyed in Cir= 
| cumſtances of diſtreſs... We: have, in either caſe, a double i in- 
1 citement to commiſerate and deplore their condition: humanity 
grieves for their ſufferings, religion laments their folly, 


THE 


diy eee | 
much more dene argumen 
ard. them, when they 1 

onnection between che 


| fully they are affected W apf - rances; and they 'conc 
that the clergy could no longer ſupport a propriey of bene, 
; or a becoming authority, while themſelves and their families 
were ſurrounded with all the miſeries of unavoidable indigence. 
They lamented the peculiarly diſtreſsful co 1 
who had ſpent many of their years, and the greateſt part of 
their little patrimony, in qualifying th -mſc ves $ for an empley- | 
ment, which had no temporal, or lucrative' conſideration to 
recommend it to their preference z and to which therefore 
they muſt have been ory directed 


cted, by a laudable defire 
of doing good : they ſaw t 14 01 ing under innumerable 


0 


ion of perſons, 


difficulties, which no human foreſight could prevent, and 
from which no common ſhare of merit could deliver them. 
They found, that an x increaſe! of domeſtic ſotrows mult needs 


Fo: | 15 F 7 | 
be the! endant of an increa ag enn wich tu. 
come: for 5 it pally is ; if no proportionable advancement ' 
en their revenue, eee neceſſary of life is ad- 
in As relies and that this is the caſe; with reſpect to 
vicarial payments in particular, is a circumſtance too well 
known, to need to be farther inſiſted on. It was the wiſdom 
therefore, and the piety of the advocates for religion and its 
neceſſitous miniſters, which induced them to ſtand fotth in 
behalf of perſons, precluded from the common reſources of 
| honeſt\ induſtry; and diſqualified, | both, by their education 
and . for e a ee ee their ae ; 
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ka SPIRIT of ay and Chriſtian Eur ever. . TITEL] 
fully acknowleged by us, hath exerted itſelf i in ſeveral dioceſes, 
in aid of the general plan eſtabliſlied in the metropolis: but 
in none hath it been ſo conſpicuous as in this, and her two 
neighbouring collegiate. ſiſters ; . which have, for many years, 
vied with each other, whether of them ſhall do the greateſt ; 
credit to an iciſtitution, ſo thoroughly pious and humang,, The 
powers of ſacred harmony are annually ſummoned, and em 
ployed with fingular energy and ſkill, to delight the ear, to 
ſoften the affections, and to awaken | in the heart the moſt 


Find D 


B 2 | generous 


r 0 1 
generous casbinty: and that ſacred harn 
lected and applied is capable of producing duch fees, if 
beretofore it might have admitted of 'a doubt, can no —_— 
de queſtioned by thoſe amongſt us, who muſt nee; ee 
day felt its powerful influence on their own minds. 
vices indeed have been engaged, ba ere me 
n as the: fitteſt attendant on prayer and praiſe . as 
inſpiring the mind with firmneſs and intrepidity; and exciting 


ive to pure 


in us a diſpoſition to whatſoever i is eminently great and good: 
in ſhort, as tending to raiſe us far above the region of cor- 
ruptible things; ;- and giving us a kind of foretaſte of that bliſs- 
full employment, in which * ids of the TOM made * 
| mall be * ever riigaged. 


ne this is ho bee deſcription of the pleaſing 
efficacy of well adapted harmony, may be collected from a 
variety of paſſages, as well in ſacred hiſtory, as p 
can any words more effectually juſtify the propriety of its ad- 
miſſion into the ſervice of Gop, than thoſe which occur in 
the account of the dedication of the temple by Solomon. * 1! 
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6 one, to made one we to be heard in 
 Projjing, ns thanking the Lon p; and. en n hfted up their 


Jes the 8 . 66 the he 1255 for his mercy | 
endureth for ever that then the houſe of the LoRD was filled 
with a cloud ; for the glory of the Lon p had filled the houſe of Gov. 


Ar rx ſuch a remarkable atteſtation from the Deity him- 
{elf in favour both of vocal and inſtrumental harmony, we can- 
not but w onder that its. application to the ſervice of Gon 
ſhould ever have been cenſured, as in any reſpect indecent or 
improper; eſpecially, | when we conſider the antiquity of its 
origin, and 8 en of its uſe: even from * earlieſt 
e o an yy Fe PR Alain Foun | 
dan ger, or for. any. communication of divine bleſſin gs. On 


pious Jang es ae thus an expreſſeth 
FRI. & will og: unto tlie LAND! for he hath rriumphed 
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0 — rod heck he chris — 
Lokp: n my firength and my ſong, le alſo. ir become n ſalvation 
And on the ſame occation we are told, that Miriam dür pro- 
_ Pheteſs took a timbre] in hor hand, and the wimen went | 
zer with timbrels and dancer; and ſhe faid, Sing ye to'the Lonb. 
for he hath triomphed tial. n meg r hath he 
thrown inte rhe fea 


A 


9 3 * 
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ir would "indeed be both tedious and unneceſfary to enu- 
merate the various applications of ſacred n under the 
law, or to recite the ſeveral paſſages i in which it is recom- 
mended under the goſpel diſpenſation. Enough, I am per- 
ſuaded may every where be found, folly to vindicate our 
admiſſion of it into the folemnities of religion; as well as to 
reſcue it from the charge of bein 8 better accommodated to the 
: carnal nature of the Jewiſh law, than to the ſpirituality of the 
| Chriſtian teligion. Such objectors conſider not, that it ſub- 
filted long before the Jaw was given ; and (to ſay the Tealb of | 
: it) i is no where protilBited by any ſubſequent declaration of the 
divine will; and as little do they reflect, what a wonderful 
efficacy it it hath to "expichs the turns and varieties to which the 
mind i is ſubject; "how happily it ſerres to compoſe what is diſ- 


ordered—to quicken what i is ai allay what i is eager 


__ —to at Math and deſpair—to | 
orth tears of derotion and to move and moderate all 
dur affections : its affiſtance therefore cannot be too earneſtly 
ſolicited, whenever/we would worthily celebrate. the goodneſs | 
of Gop towards ourſelves, or would excite ee . of 
þ# worm of others, 2 98 1 8 


Bor 4 T muſt + hes live to PR that, while _ 
exult in the noble purpoſes to which muſic is capable of being 
employed, we cannot but lnkevs: the uſes, which it is too 
often appointed. to ſerve: we cannot but lament, that an art, 
in the proper exereiſe of which, man, perhaps, comes neareſt 
to that glorious character of being made a little Der than the 
Angels, ſhould ever be ae to encourage thoſe evil affec- 
tions, vhereby his nature is corrupted. and debaſed. How 

muſt it be wiſhed by every one, whois zealous for the bongdr 
of our pure religion, that no Chriſtian ſociety ſhould ever 
ſuffer this moſt pleaſing ſcience to add a ſprighily allurement | 
to immorality. \Vet is this, perhaps, rather to be wiſhed than 
expected. "But, whatever licence may be permitted in other | 
muſical entertaintpents, let us ys: ann but the moſt 


Hooker's Keck al Polity, Book 5. 


ſacred 


| devotion. It Gans be like thoſe 3 trumę 
Sinai, which proclaimed the preſence « of the living Gov, and 
ſtruck all Hrael with his fear. Its voluntaries ſhould be grave, 
| ſolemn. and majeſtic; raiſing, a. devout admiration 1 
hearers ; and preparing the mind rec 
truth. All vain oftentations of rapid execution mond be 
avoided, as rather diſguſting to a ſerious mind, than calculated | 
to ſtrengthen the impreſſions of piety. Its pſalmody ſhould | 
be fo pure and fimple, that our hearts and voices may anſwer 
it note by note, and both pleaſure and impr E 
ſult from the propriety of its harmonious ſour 


nt-may re- 


* 
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Bur the end of applying the powers of muſic to ſuch zene 
volent purpoſes as the preſent would very imperfectly be 
anſwered, if experience did not convince us, that the aſſem- 
| 15 of ""__ tain and their AR ing each waer 
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1 See Dr, BuarriN s excellent Ls: on e, page 139. 


a 15 1 
to che houſe of God, and joining i in holy acclamations, pe- 
titions, and pſalms.of praiſe, do moſt happily tend to connect 
them toget er with a bond of inviolable union. If ſuch, then, 
is the well known efficacy of ſacred. FRED? if it appears that it 
only removes the hindrances of our devotion, compoſes 


as diſtractions ah our n and baniſhes wearineſs from 


| r minds actually found capable of quickening in our 
: Haag POE ſentiments of compaſſion. and Chriſtian love ; no 
other argument can be wanting to recommend it in its full 
force on the preſent occaſion; nor can 1 doubt, that its happy 
effects will be as abundantly experienced, as, I am perſuaded, 
they will be gratefully eee by the humble ſolicitors 
| of the W this day. 1 


 Invxep the appearance of fo many diſtinguiſhed perſons in 
behalf of our neceffitous brethren (notwithſtanding the num- 
bers Who are det 
 litary capatity): fills us with, 1 hope, an honeſt and becoming 
pride; whilſt it convinces us, that ſo long as we are not want 
ing to ourſelves, and do not debaſe the dignity of our pro- 
feſſion, we never ſhall want friends among the opulent, the 
generous, and the Breat, to alleviate our ſorrows, and pour the 
balm of comfort into our hearts. The patronage of ſuch per- 
Toes! yy" to filence the voice of obloquy and contempt, - 
infidelity 


etaincd by the ſervice of their country in a mi- 


a Str noe PR ng rere rr 
ta 7 , * e 


l infidelity or indifference to religion] is "ever * 
the individuals which compoſe it. For 'wh 
when both we and our cauſe are judged to be not u 
of your charitable interference and ſupport? Let then the tear 
to meet with at your hands a kind relief of their reſpective ſor- 


deed render the mournful parent inſenfible of her own irrepa- 
rable loſs, in being ſeparated from the partner of her domeſtic 


tages: yet let them not deſpair, as far as your abilities ex- 

tend, of finding. under your auſpicious favour and protection, | 
the tenderneſs, the a and attention, of the ä 
the e Father, and the friend. z Ch tas welds 


God, the welfare of religion, and the c 


Ls 3 


itſelf, as well as ' againift” the 
d will preſume to 
ſpeak, or even to think unworthily of us, or of our cauſe, 


to raiſe againſt the 


no longer flow down the widow's cheek: let not the cries of 
her forſaken children any more be heard: they ſhall not fail 


rows, a generous ſupply of their neceſſities. You cannot in- 


endearments and concerns : and as little can ye hope to ſupply 
her children's loſs, who are deprived of the guardian- of their- 
youth, the director of their education, the pattern of their 


virtues, ad the ſource af all their little comforts and advan- 


* 


Wo then will mi to acknowlege, | Ow” | BY glory of d 
onſolation of the 
afflicted, are in n 2 with the e of ſuch 

inſtitutions 


* 


e e ee ü 17 1 | I 
inſtitutions, as this before” us? Which of you. is not has 
_— convinced, that you never can have ſtronger or more 


commendable motives for the utmoſt exertion of your benefi- 
_ cence, than when it is ſolicited by humble merit in diſtreſs? 

Ix, when, the favour of our Bleſſed: Saviour towards the 
| Jewiſh-ruler was implored, it was looked upon as the higheſt 
recommendation, that he loved their nation, and had ſhewn his | 
patriotiſm iy building them. a ſynagogue ; with how much 
greater force doth this argument apply itſelf to thoſe, who 


teſtify their love of Gop and religion, of their country and 
mankind, by relieving the neceſſities, and ſupporting the cre- 
dit, of that order of men, without whoſe aſſiſtance, it is gene- 
rally allowed, that all ideas of true- Air would be abſolutely 

loſt. | 


* 
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Tuner then are the principle on c which the zee Aae of 7 
ſuch pious inſtitutions i 1s founded ; and theſe are the means, 
; by which experience hath convinced us, their beneficial pur- 
poſes may beſt be accompliſhed. And were any f farther mo- 
tive yet neceſſary to be urged, the decl aration of the A poſtle 
St. JAMEs might ſerve to give us the fulleſt and trueſt notion 


of our Sore! in this reſpeck; ; who tells us, that to v ft the fa 


on uni the wills in "MY anni, "Y e d uw! 
dard 1 * Ar God ®. In Which Words; 
Will be pleaſed to obſerve, how jadiciouſy che the nature 
a perfection of Chriſtian nan are ſtated ; ang _ TY 
it is ſhewn to compr jecting Gop | 
| Helytbour; ahd'6uſcives. For mt Hanbeity or le „ 
owe to Gop, tid cut pay of manner HIGH ve oe 26 
'burſelves, are nere cohhdered as irtfet Hon iht Chara 
of the accompliſhed Chriſtian; and all ideas of cotriin tt 
or of making amends for the neglect of our relies a 5 
by acts of liberality towards dür neighibdur, ate 

nounced, as irreconcileable with every proper notion of an- 
form and conſiſtent holineſs. Nothing ffiort of that idm, 
which deſcendeth., from above, will denominate us to be wy 
unto Salvation: the properties of which wiſdom are, that it is 
+ firſt pure ; then peaceable, getttle, e Yo Be imrentell, Fell of 
nmerey and good fruit, without paHtiality dum uuf Mu fyp 
ſuch, in ſhort, as hath its foundation in the Toye df Sb, is 
progeys i in A een ithitarloh'b| Wen hoy Me nr 


* 


4 04 C3 "613 4 36 Mp $0758. 8717 $ 


. 1 . 

of * i SY 7 - : . 9358 0 
r 3 1 0 1 "= * — 

—— U 0 4 nn 7 92 L N 5 


7: al, ＋ areal. 10 


99 ** 
me of 1 


EIT ET ELIT ST „ ay 34 gh] 
153 #453 44-43 £2344 843-389 
75 
Ja i, ver MR, ames i. 
James, + I, ver. 27. | Lg 17. Ie 
> : - 7 ? Lak 5 rs Ru 15 Ev 8 
$ $5 1 + J Gs 1 " 3 7 4 $ {| 


FEE vie TO 1 


with each other, that Fr never can e in our uy 
_ ſeription-of a perſect Chriſtian: for, though our obſervance of 
eee ordliugners of: _ be ever ſo exact, "ru if our 
on ce * eee our ears, our hands, 2 
hearts be always open to the cries and the en 4 our 
brethren in diſtreſs, yet if our charity be not founded in the 
| Wen Gop. and in a principle of obedience ta his divine 
0 the main ſpring of our conduct is defectixe; and 
e for n rewards which Goo hath . 


Mar theſe then be the tokeng of 6ur advancement in thoſe 
graces, which adorh our Chriſtian profeſſion! May the glory 
of Gov i in the higheſt be the firſt great object of our regard! 
And may we ſtudy to advance it by an excmplary ſteadineſs in 
thoſe. religious duties, by the ſtrict  obſervance-whereof, the 
5 credit of our religion, and the honour of its Divine Author, 
are ſo effentially promoted! May the goſpel of peace, which 
was publiſhed to the world by: the Princes. or PEACE, which is 


the only ſource of peace inour conſciences on earth, andour only 
„„ _  tofe 
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ſafe conductor to A manſions of. peace ee in the een. 
May this goſpel have its fulleſt Influence: on our whole life; 
nnn our affections, ſtifling our reſentments, compoſing 


our minds, removing our Pee and introducing that 


harmony of ſentiment; that peaceful union, that enlargement 


of benevolence, whereby we in a manner anticipate the de- 
EE bf 4 =? | 


"Any whereas it is well known, that the ſweeteſt concords, 
in muſical compoſitions, are thoſe which are formed by a happy 
ſolution of preceding“ difcords +; ſuffer: me, while our 
thoughts are on this ſubje&, to indulge a charitable with, 
that our hearts and affections may be, henceforth, in perfect 
uniſon with each other; and that ſuch harmony may univer- : 
ſally prevail amongſt us, as is the beſt criterion of heavenly- 
mindedneſs, the moſt deli PS of Chriſtian charity. | 
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Diſſonance, NG Dr. Bearrte, is neceſſary to the e of ae and 

| e introduced by harſher ſounds are moſt agreeable, becauſe they give the greateſt 

relief to the ear; even as health is doubly delightful after fickneſs, . after con- 
fincment, and a 1 1 taſte, when preceded by a W 


+ 1 enim diſcordantiis in Muſica bc le eſt locus, tum ut varietati . 


latur, tum ut ejuſmodi aſperitate quaſi vellicatæ aures can N t levart 
ac n geſtiant. I „ 
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Mar our diffu . on this very-intereting 8 
take its tiſe from the beſt and pureſt motive, a defire of con- 
forming ourſelves: to the example and precepts of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer; ; who hath made this particular in- 
ſtance of our. love to thoſe that wait at his. altar, . and miniſter 
in his name, an infallible token of our reverence for him, in 
. whoſe name they miniſter ; He _that heareth you, ſaith he to 
| his diſciples, and in them to every faithful miniſter of his 


goſpel, He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that defpiſeth 


. deſpiſetli me ; and he that de efpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 
ne. Thus graciouſly is he pleaſed to intereſt himſelf in the 
—_—_ of thoſe, to whom that goſpel is committed, which 
he deſcended. from beaven to publiſh,. and ſhed his precious 
blood to confirm. His errand to the ſons of men, which the 


angels celebrate in the text, was founded on the moſt enlarged 


charity towards their bodily and ſpiritual part; and his whole 


life was diſtinguiſhed by acts of mercy and compaſſion, "till 
it was accompliſhed in that. grand. propitiatory ſacrifice of 
himſelf upon the altar of the croſs ; that We, being reconciled 

unto Gop by the death of his Son, might be ſaved rom wrath by 
| him. Under a lively ſenſe. of which aſtoniſhing love, may we 
now and always be ready to acknowlege. the full force of tae 


| argument which the Apoſtle deduces from it! 
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